— —  ——— 


— w_=——__—_—__— 


oy 
— —— ————02ſj 2 — — — — — 


THE PRINCIPAL 


—— — — — — 


p—— —— — — 


—— ͤ — — — 


— — — 
—— —— —— —˙¹˙ — 


_———_—— 


OF THE 


Genezal Aſſembly 


OF THE. 


CHURCH 


— 


— — — 


— 1 ; — no re Ee ot non — 
— => — —f＋— ᷓͤp— —— — — — 


- — — 


— — - 
— - — — — 
— , — 


. 
— ———— —ñ—g[—̃ > 


— 


| SCOTLAND: 4 


— 
— 


Conveened at Edinburgh February 19. Co . 
N 
Col oleted » and Extratted ed from the + Records by the C lerk thereof. 
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"EDINBURGH, 


we George Moſmas, Printer to this Sabres and Its 
"Arn M. 3 
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THE PRINCIPAL 


OF THE 


General Aſſembly, 


CHURCH 
SCOTLAND: 


Holden and Begun at Edinburgh, the 19 day of Februa) 
"And ending the 10 Bay of Ae 1701. 5 
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The Recording f. His Majeſtie's Commiſſion, to William 


_ Earl of Annandale, for — His Majeſties Royal 
na. in this Aſſembl 7 A 


Hie 19 kur, 1701, Seſſ. 1. 


© 1 2 HIS Day, the General Aſſembly of the 
SI 4 Miniſters and Elders of this Natio- 
nal Church, being conveened and con- 
"| 828 ſtitute, there was produced to them, by 

4 Noble Lord; Miiliam Earle of Annan. 
2 dale, His Muyjeſties Commiſſion under 

the Great Seal of this Kingdom, Nomi. 

nating and n him, to be His Majeſtiꝰs High Com. 
miſſoner, and —— in this National Aſſembly; which. 
was publicly Read in their Audience, with all due Ho- 
nour and Reipeck; And appointed to be Recorded, in the 
Regiſters of this Aſſembly: Therein to remain, ad fatoras 

Rei N The Tenor whereof follows. | 

e N : c, 
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Diem Menſis Februarii, Anno Domini, Milleſimo Septin- 


— 2 — 9 


* # N s b 
41173 


The ACTS of the 


cc (GUEIELMUS,Dei Gratia, Magnæ Britannia, Fratcie, c- 
“ Hibernie Rex, Fideique Defenſor, Onwibus Probis Homi- 
4 nibus, ad quos præſentes Literg noſtræ pervenerint, Salatem: 
4 uandoquidem, Ex Decreto noſtro, Generalis Ecaleſie Con- 
« yentus Agtiquioris Regni noſtri Scotie, In decimum nonum 


4 genteſimo & Primo Continuatus erat; Noſque aut em a- 
hunde Cupidi, Quin etiam neceſſarium eſſe Judica ntes, in 
« commodum dictæ Ecclefiz, ut idem Generalis Conventus 
« die ſtatuto debite obſervetur : Sed Rebus magni momen- 
«tj nos alio vocantibus, dicto conventui intereſſe nequimus; 
“Cumque Teftimoniis permultis & probatis abunde nobis ſa- 
« tisfactum ſit, de præclaris animi detibus & fide eximia, 
« fideliſſimi & prædilectiſſimi naſtri Conſanguinei & con- 
&« ciliarii, Gulielmi Comitis de Annandale, Quod ad mune- 
«raSummi Officii inframentionati rite excercenda & obeun- 
« da, in finem fupra expreſſum N eſt idoneus: 
e Nover#tis igitur nos nominaſſe & conſtituiſle, ſicuti per haſ- 
« ce noſtras patentes Literas, Nomiuamus & Conſtituimus, 
«<eundem Gulielmum Comitem de Annandale, Supremum no- 
7 * f 
Damus pariter & Concedimus Illi, Sacram noſtram Perſonam, 
« & Authoritatem noſtram Regalem Repræſentandi, præ- 
c ſentiam noſtram ſupplendi, locumque noſtrum, in dicto 
«ſybſequenti Generali Conventu, tanquam Commiſſionario 
4 noſtro in hunc effectum ſpecialiter conſtituto, Tenendi; 


1 Omniaque alia, ad Imperium & Munus Commiſſionatii, 


6 pro Generali Eccleſiæ Conventu peragendi, tam plenea- 
« deoque libere in quovis reſpectu, quam quilibet alius, 
r ejuſdem ſupremi muneris & CharaQteris fecerat, ſeu quo- 
vis tempore fetroacto facere poterat; Atque ſicuti nos ipſi 
« perſonaliter preſentes, facere poterimus;pleniffimam & am- 
c plifſimam noſtram tem & Commiſſionem. Quaqui- 
den omnia & fingula, a dicto Gulirimo Comite de Annan 
d de/e, in hac noſtra Commiſtone proſtquenda, legitime fa - 
L cienda, nos firmiter Approbamus, Rata 8 habi- 


ei turi ſumus Omnibus & Simgalis inſuper, antedicti Con- 

S —— 

ae e 3 njnfouans 

« qualitatis & conditionis, ut dium, Grhielmarm Cornitem de 

* dnnavdale, 5 mn ſupremum noſtrum Commiſſionarr 
, quoad | 


<um & modum ſupramentionatum, Ag- 
„ noſcant Revereantur & dicto ipſius audientes, teprebe- 
v ant, ſtricte Mandamus & Imperamus. Ac denique, hanc 
E noſtram Commiſſionem, a die quo magnum hujus Regni 
4 noſtri Sigillum, præſentibus eſt appenſum, & deinceps 
hac Seſſione ſequenti Generalis Conventusantedicti, in vi- 
i 7% 1 : N , | | ; i gore 
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General Aſſembly, 17011 


= vigore continuare declaravimus, & per præſentes declara- 


© appendi præcepimus, Ap«d Aulam noſtram de Kenſingtoun, 


Written to tho Grewt Seal and Re- | Sealed at Edinburgh, 25. 
giſtrat the eighteen day of Fe- eighteen day of Feb 


* 
\ 
> 


Hir MAE 


„mus; Saltem uſque dum a nobis revocabitur. I cujus 


Rei Ieſtimonium, magnum Sigillum noſtrum, præſentibus 


* Septimo- die Menſis Februarii, Anio Domini, Milleſimo 


* Septingenteſimo Primo, & Anno Regni noſtri Duodecimo: 


Per Signaturam Manu S. D. N. Regis ſupraſignatum, 


ee 
5 5 Sigilli $ ; 


bruary 1 72 Sic Subſtribitur © 1701. Sic Subſcribitar 
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10 THE 


* GENERAL ASSEMBLY. | 


> Eadein Sefſione. 


Fg HE which Day, His. Majeſtie's High Commilſfi- 
oner - preſented His Majeſties moft Gracious Let- 
ter, directed to this General Aſſembly, Which vas | 


publickly Read in their Hearing, with all due Honour ani 


- thisAerpbly, the Tenor whereot follows. 
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eſpect, and appointed to be Recorded in the Regiſters of 


STIE'SGraciow. LETTER; _ | 


o. 


% 


i ; 1 | i X | a 5 : by 49 ? of * "21 A 
| 6 „„ -m 3 Fa 25 
%% 


IGHT Reverend and well Beloved, we Greet 
You well. The Proofs we have had of Your - 
Affection, to our Perſon aad Government, and 
Sf Your Good Conduct, and Management in the Laſt and 
former Aſſemblies, "Ow full Confidence of your meet - 
ing at this time, in the ſame Good Diſpoſition: We think 
it not neceſſary on this Occaſion, to Repeat the Aſſurances 
woc have often given you, of our Reſolution to maintain the 
| Government of the Church, as it is now eſtabliſhed ; Not 

doubting, but you areſufficzently convinced ofit: As alſo 
of our Readineſs to countenance and protect you, in your 
| Endeayours to preſerve the Purity of the Chriſtian Do- 
C.trine, to promote Piety, and Settle Good Order, in the 
Church. We have thought fit to Wat our right Tru- 
ſty, and Entirely Beloved Couſin and Councellor, William 
| Earl of Annandale, to Repreſent our Royal Perſon in this 
Aſſembly, whoſe Abilities and Fitneſs to Diſcharge this 
| Truft, will (we doubt not) render him acceptable unto 
you: Him wie have fully Inſtructed, in what may be fur- 
ther neceſſary; And therefore, you may give him entire 
Truſt, and Credit. So Recommending to you, calmneſs 
and unanimity in your Proceedings, and the avoiding un- 
ſeaſonable Queſtions and Debates, which you muſt be ſen- 

Gble, may be of bad conſequence in this Juncture, We bid 

' youHeartily Farewell. e 


e Givtnat our Coart at Kenſingtoun, the 31h Dayof Febra- 
e 9 17. ' Ana of our Reign the 12 Tear... 
o H Maxeſtie's Command, 
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| Totht Right Reverend, cud well Beloved, 1 
ee Moderator, Miniſters, awd El. 
| Rs acrs, of” the General Ailemt ly, of he; ld 
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General Aſſembly, 170. 


Aa g 
"The General Aſſemblies Anſwer, 
1710 


His Majeſtie-s Gracious Letter. 


At Edinburgh, 24 Felraay 1501. Ante 'Merid: 


My it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, | WY 8 
HE renewed and repeated Evidences, of Your Ma. 7 
' {cfties tender Careand Concern for this Church, = 
ſo 8 in Your Gracious Letter, have | 7. 
been received and entertained by us, with all Setisfacrion - 1.1% 
and thankfull Acknowledgement. ' And we do further ac- 5 0 
knowledge the ſignal Proof we have lately had thereof, 
by Lour Majeſtiès giving the Royal aſſent, in this laſt Seſſi- 
on of of Parliament, to the Acts therein made for Ratify ing 
and further confirming our Confeſſion of Faith, and the 
preſent eſtabliſhed Presbyterian Government of this 
Church, for the more effectual PO of the Grouth of 
Popery, and for ſuppreſſing Prophaneneſs and Immorali- 


ties; All which do lay anew Obligation on us, to cadea- - . „* 
vour the preſer 1 Purity of the Chriſtian Doctrine, 2 
the promoting of Piety, and the Settling of Good Order innen 
the Church; which we acknowledge to be already our Duty, 
according to the Truſt committed to us, by our Great Lord 
and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt, the only head of this Church, 
and in doing whereof, Your Majeſty is pleaſed toaſſute us 
ol Vour Royal Protection and Countenance. We are reſol- 
ved, alſo by the Grace of God, and through his Strength, to 
obſerve that Calmneſs ard Unanimity in our proceedings, 
which dofo much become us in. the Station wherein Gd 
has placed us, and which your Majeſty. recommends unto © | 
us, and to avoid unſeaſonabls Queſtiens and Debates l] 
which we are all convinced and perſwaded, would bea 
matter of bad and dangerous conſequence at all times, K-08 6 
and eſpecially in this Juncture. R | 
. *"TheEZ/of 'Anneandale, whom Your Majeſty has made 
choice of, to Repreſent Your Royal Perſon, and to give 


, — 


WF, 


0 * 
42 / 


— 


Vour Majeſti“: Bounty, for promoveing ſo good and ne. 


to Advance and render it compleat. + . 


and Weighty Affairs of Your Government, and that Your 


. fervini 
neſt and Fervent Prayers of — 


Ancient Kingdom, the Iſlands of Orkney and Tetland, for 


Countenance and Protection to this Aſſembly, Is for his Fit. 
neſs and Abilities, As alſo for the Good Offices he has 
done this Church, in the other Honourable Stations, where. 
in he hath been employed under Your Majelty, very Ac- 
ceptable. | „ n 
Give us leave Great Sir to take notice, That the laſt .4/- 
embly having given Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters of their 
umber? to travel to the moſt Nothren Parts of this Your 


Planting Churches and Advanceing the Knowledge of G 
amongſt that people; They have in a good Meaſure Ex- 
ecuted the ſame :. And we are ſenſible of the Favour of 


ceſſary a Work, and which we know will not be wanting 


That Your Majeſties Reign may be long and proſpe ; 
that you may be Guided and Directed of God, in the Great | 


Councils. a e hee be ſtill ſucceſsful, for Pre- 
and Defending the Reformed Religion and the 
t Intereſt, at Home and Abroad; Are the Ear- | 


yy my . Wis own on Ys eo os wes 


, 


PGRN 2 ; 5 I it pleaſe Tour Majeſty, 


4 me Obedient, and Moſt 

| | Pls ' Humble Subjetts, ths 
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iu Miniſters, and Elders, met in this | 
- ? i ; 4 | Scotland. : + | 4 
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, 5 "5 | 5, oat n = x 271 * YE 
\ x Gr al Aſſembly 150 I. 1 | * : 9” | 5 : -£ 
- 3 — e * 8 . Ny | A * - : | & 
D IV. | (EIFS. + 
A anent the Overtwres tranſmitted, by the lat General Aſſem- 
* 4% e T . 
: 8 | fs 0 a 2 ' *- 
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the three Printed Overtures tranſmitted by the laſt o | 
Aſſembly to the ſeveral: Presbyteries; and find- N 
ing by the Report of the Committee for Overtures, that 3 
there are not Reports ſent in, but by a very few Presbyte- 25 
ries, and that only Tome of ſuch as are ſent Do approve ſim- | 
pliciter the ſaids three Overtures, So that it does not yet 
appear, that the more General Opinion of this Church agree- 
eth thereto: Therefore the General Aſſembly Appointed the 
aids three Oyertures to be again n Liteat they 
hereby Tranſavit the ſame, to the ſeveral Presbyteries with- 
in this National Church, and Appoints them to ſend in di- 
ſtinct Reports in Writt, of their Opinion thereanent, to the 
next General Aſſembly, and that the Reports be in Papers a= | 
part, under the Hand of the Moderator and Clerk of the 
„ ATR AN 6 2, T 


N HE General Aſſembly, taking to their Conſideration, 
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Aprobation of the Ain s and Proctdings of the Commiſion 5 32 1 
; of the laſt Gegeral Aﬀembh, appointed to 'meet at Edinburggg. 


* 


| / . 8 oy * ; " \ SL 2 

4 Edinburgh, thr 27 U February 170, 56 0 00 
r | > e . 5 1 x 3 2 
e. 8. 


"HE General Aſſembly, having had this Day reprodu- oP 5 
cee in FA Anh, the Regiſter of the ung; eee 
and Proceedings of the Commyſſoners, appointed © * 
by the late General Aſſembly to meet at Edinburgh, and ha. 
ving heard the Report and Obſerves of a Committee o 
this Aſſemblies own Number (that were not Members of 
that Commiſſion)" appointed to Reviſe Examine and Co. 
ſider the ſaid Regiſter, all the Members of the ſaid Commiſo ? Te. 
ſion, (whereof the Moderator was one) were deſired to fe. Bf 
move, and Mr. James Hey being choſen Moderator pro teu. A 
pore, It was deſited by him, chat if any perſons Had TF EE 
Thing to Object againſt the Conduct 2 — I 
aid Commiſſion; re might propoſe the lame,” And the 4/=", / ©, l 
ſembly having heard _ was repreſented to them theres © — | 
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Provincial Synod: of Lowthian and Tweeddale to ſend On 


* 
* l 
* 


10 Tu ACTS ofrle 


Moderator and other Members of the ſaid Commiſſion ; 
And having ſeriouſly and marurely confidered the fame, and 
finding by the ſaid Report, that the whole Actings, Pro. 
ceedings and . Concluſions. of the ſaid Commiſſioners, con. 
tained in the ſaid Regiſter, Subſcribed by Mr. George 
Meldrum Moderator, and. Nicol Spence Under-Clerk of the 
faid Commilhon, beginning the 21. Day of February 1700 
Tears, and ending the 18 of February current, do evidence 
much Wiſdom, Prudence, Diligence, and Faithfulneſs, 
and that tlie ſaid Commiſſion have proceeded orderly and 
formally in the things that came before them, according to 
their Commiſſion and Inſtructions: Therefore this Gene- 
ral Aſſembly by their Vote did, and hereby do Ratify and 
Approve the {aids Actings, Proceedings and Concluſſans af 


the ſaids Commiſſioners contained in the Regiſter thereof, 
And the Members of the Commiſſion being called in, the 


| ſame was Intimate to them, and the Moderator gave them 
the Thanks of this Aﬀernbly, for their good Service, and 
then the Moderator of this Aſſembly took his Place. 


„ VI. 


Probationers. 


As Edinburgh the 4 day of March 1701. 
8 Ante Meridiem, Sell, 13, | 
HE General. Aſſembly takeing to conſideration that 
55 there are yet ſome Vacant Kirks i the North, did 
and hereby do Enalt and Appoiut, that four actual 
Miniſters be {ent in manner aftermentioned, for Supplying 
thereof, from the firſt of Aprile next, till the next General 
Affembly, Two whereof to be ſent to the United Presbyte- 
ries-of Dundee, Meegle, and Forfgr, One tothe United Pres 
. byterics of Brechen and. Aberbrothmick, and One to the Pro 
vince of Murray, tobe proportioned as follows. Vir: The 


actual Miniſter quarterly, to lupply the Province of Mu- 
rv, the — x Synod: of Gl] and Air to ſend On: 
actual Miniſter quarterly, to ſupply the United Presbyte- 
ries of Dundes, Meegle, and Forfar, the provincial Synod 
ol Fife to ſend One actual Miniſter quarterly, to ſupply the 
United Presbyteries of Brechen and. Aberbrothwick, the Sy. 
nod af Mex/e- and IJviardale, with the Sy nod of Pert and 
_ © Stirling to ſend One actual Miniſter quarterly, to Supply the 
Vaiced Presbyteries of Dundee Meeg/t and Forfar. Vit: 

- Merſeand Teviotdale for the firſtrhree Quarters, and Perth and 


Sur 


— 
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nent; Together with the Anſwers made zhereto, by the 


Aa, anent the Supp of the North with Münden al 
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gl for the lan Quarter; And becauſe the forelaid Syn- 
ods cannot now * to ſend up the firſt three Monat 


Supply 5e ai % e efore the General Aſſembly do hereby 
appornt the ſaid Fs three Months. Su upply to be made as if 
_ viz, By Mr. Malter Allan Miniſter at Coliug tous tor the 


Fynod ofLonthian and 7 weeddale,By Mr. Francis Finlayſon Mi- 
niſter of Kilmarnock, for the Synod of Gla/gowand Air, By Mr. 
Patrick IId Miniſter at Ferrie an Craig,tor thes n- 


od of Fife, And by Mr, William Millar Miniſter at Churnſide, 
for the Synod of Merſe and Teviosdale. And Sjcklike,the Ge. 


neral Aſſembly do hh N and Appoint that Seventeen 
Probat ioners be tent Nort 


of which Ta to the United Pres- 
byteries of Dundee Meegle and Forfar, Two to the United 
Presbyteries of Brechen and Aberbrothmick, Four to the Pro- 
vince of Murray, Two of them having the Iriſh Language, 
Three to Ross and Sutherland, all of them baving 25 
Tree to Ca neſs, One to Orknay, and Two to Icgtland: Andi i 
is hereby Declared, That the ſaids Prohationers are to be 
ſent on the fame Terms, and with the ſame Encourage. 
ments given to 8 ſent by former Aſſemblies 
And what further relates to the 
Nomination and 4 Things requiſite to this Miſſion of 
Probazioners ; The General Alſembly Referrs the ſame to 


. their ne n | 


| 4 Adee 2 Rene Sms Angus «nd Mearns, 


from the Has Aberdeen. 


At Edinburgh, the 4 March 1701, 
Aue Meridiem, Sell. 13. 


| T= General Aſſembly having heard the . 


the mm dep ſcat by the laſt Aſſembly, to the 


Provinces of Angus, Mearns and Aberieen, agent = 


the Affair —— And finding that there are now | 
deuukereat Number of Miniſters legally Settled in the ſaids 


L10Vinces, do therefore Appoim them to meet intime come- 


ing in two diſtioct Synods, in their uſual places of meeting, 
According to the Ack of the General Aſſembly held in the 


Lear 1638: Intiruled AF anent the Order of the Provincial 


enbl;es in Scotland. accurding to the Presbyteries therein con- 
hat the neut meeting of the Synod of Aberdeen, be 
at the time and place appointed at their laſt Sederunt. And 


(ods Synod of Horus ng Means, the General Aſſembly 


does hereb their firſt meeting to beat Dundee u 
the tir a Tala of Aprile noxt, and that the Sy nods br ay 


— {end a Sling Number of Miniſters as Carreſ= 
P ponaents . 
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r 
„dent, to the Provincial Synod of Angus and Mearns, vis: 
z 1 Ihe Synod of Lothian and Tweeddale Fwo, the Synod of 
3 Perth and Stirling Three, the Synod of Fife Four, and the 
oc - Synod of Aberdeen Two, and this Correſpondence to conti- 
mue till the General Aſſembly ſhall fee cauſe to alter it. 


0 72.4 


i FEY T 
Recommendation to Synods, anent maintaining Burſars of 
Theology having the Iriſh Language. 
92 - | na 


. Edinburgh, the 4of March 1701; | 
Poſt Meridiem Seſſ. 14. 


155 9 TA General Aſſembly / taking, to their Conſideration 
WE The Great Scarcity of Probationers having the Iriſh 
1 Language, to Supply the Vacancies of the North Highlands; | 
> '_-- , _ notwithſtanding chere are ſeveral Lonng Men who might | 
9 beuſeful in theſe places, ifthey had due Encouragement to | 
pProſecute their Studies, Therefore the General Aſſembly Re. 
Wd! ' __ commend to the Synods aftermentioned, that they main- | 
"/* , .' . - tain Burſars of Theologie having the Iriſh Language, beſides | 
2 ttheuſual Presbytery Burſars, and that out of the Miniſtersof . 
| 1 the ſaids Sy nods their own proper Money, andthat this be | 
1 | done as follows. Viz. That the Synod of Lothian and 
J .  Tuteddale, The Synod of Merſe and Teviotdale, The Synod of | 
| Glaſgow and Air, The Synod of Argyle, The Synod of 
| Perth and Stirling, and the Synod of Fife, Each of them 
. ©, maintain Oe Burſar, the Sy nods of Drumfrees and f 
Galloway One, and the Synods of Argus Mearns and 
6 Alerdeen One: And it is Recommended to the forſaid Synods, f 
8 to proportion the. Quota of the Maintainance, to be given tothe | þ 
©... |, faids Burſars, among themſelves, which is at Leaſt to be Ten 
Poand Sterling, the one half whereof to be Collected and Ad- 
VvVanced at every Synod, Beginning at the gext enſueing Syn- f 
dad; And that the aid Synod-Books. bear an Account of * 
| their Diligence in the ſame, and that each of the ſaids'Burſars 
continue four Years at the profeſſion of Theology, as other Bur- 
ſars do ; And it is hereby Recommended to all Presbyteries that 0 
they ſearch out for any ſuch well Qualified Young Men, C 
who have paſſed their Courſe of Philoſophy at ſome Bare p 
: . _ tity, and ſend in their Names to the Commiſſion of the Ge- 
* ©" "neral Aſſembiy, wich ſufficient Teſtimonials, That they may * MW 5 
be by them Recommended to the ſaid Synods, And the E 
foreſaid Act to continue dureing the Aſſemblies pleaſure, > 
And for enlargeing of the ſaid Funds, the General Aſſembly R 
Renems and Revives the qih Act of the General Aſſembly, 1699 0 
Anent Plamingef the Highlands. 22 4 
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I X. | 
At for « Solemn National Faſt and Humiliation. 
At Edinburgh the 4. of March 1701. 
Poſt Meridiem Seſſ. 14. 


TY General Aſſembly of this National Church, lay. 
ing ſeriouſly ro Heart, the many Tokens of GOD's 
Diſpleaſure, that are gone furth againſt this Land: As the 
many Years of Dearth and Scarcity that we have been un- 
der, whereby many have Periſhed, the Land greatly Im- 
poveriſhed, and the number of rhe Poor vaſtly increaſed : 
The amazing and aſtoniſhing Rehukes againft, and Blaſt» 
ing of the Undertaking of the African and Indian Company 
of this Nation, for advanceing the Wealth and Trade there- 
of, and Relief of the Poor; and that in a great meaſure from 
the viſible and immediat Hand of 600, though by that 
Undertaking there was a fair proſpeQ of ſpreading the Goſ- 
pel — Infidels; together with the Loſs ot many of 
our Country-men, and even ſome of our dear and worthy 
Brethren in the Miniſtry, and of a great part of the Nations 
Treaſure and Subſtance: As alſo the ſtupendious waſting 
Fire in the City of Edinburgh, whereby its beſt Buildings 
have been laid in Aſhes, and many Families redacted to ex- 
tream Poverty; Conſidering alfo, the many ſad and great 
Calamities , which threaten, not only this, but all other Re- 
fa med and Proteſtant Churches, from the preſent Altera- 
tion of the State of Europe ſo lately fallen out, whereby the 
Hands of the implacable Enemies of our Religion, ſeems to 
be greatly Strenthened, and Occaſion given for Executing 
their Wicked Deſigns, in order to the Ruine of the Reform- 
ed Religion and Proteſtant Intereſt; By all which the Re. 
formed and Proteſtant Churches every where, and more 
eminently in thir Nations, together with our [Brethren in 
the United Provinces of the Low Countries, are ſadly Threat- 
ned. And the Aſſembly conſidering, That our Holy and 
Gracious GOD doth not Afflict willingly, nor Grieve the 
Children of Men, nor doth He without Cauſe Threaten his 
People with ſuch ſad Things: We have therefore too good 
ground to infer, that our Sins muſt be great and hainous in 


the Sight of GOD, which is alſo obvious to every diſcerning - - 


Eye, the Land being filled with Wickedneſs and Abomi- 

nations, Violences and Diſorders amongſt perſons of all 

Ranks and Degrees, for whoſe Sins, our Holy and Jealous 

GOD may juſtly contend with * which are ſo much the 
| | more 


— 


ö 
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more agravated, that they are againſt ſo many ſolemn re- 
peated Vows and Engagements unto, and Covenants with 


our GOD, which have been openly Violated and Broken by 
perſons of all Ranks, and treated with publick Contempt, 


Indignities and Affronts, the particulars are too many to be 


here inſert: But having been by other Aſſemblies largely 
and particularly Enumerat in Cauſes of Faſts, by them emit- 
ted, eſpecially 1690 and 1700. This Aſſembly thereto re- 
fers, in ſo far as they quadrat with our preſent Circum- 


ſtances, and Recommend to Miniſters to give an account 


of the ſame: Yet one thing farder is greatly to be Lament: 
. ed, That though the LORD hath been for many Years call. 


ing to Weeping and to Mourning, and Publick ' National 


Faſts have been from time to time appointed, that we might 
truely humble our ſelves before GOD, Confeſs our Sins, re- 


pent of and turn from them, by renewing our Engage. 


ments unto GOD, and Covenanting with him for that end; 


yet the moft part have inſtead thereof, given themſelves 


over to Jollity and Wantonneſs, few having Faſted unto the 
TOR D, and Returned to him with all their Hearts. 
Upon all theſe Conſiderations, This Aſſembly have 
thought fit, to ſet Apart a Day for Solemn Faſting and Hu- 
miliation, and the Exerciſe of ſincere and unfeigned Repen- 
tance, and for Serious Fervent and Earneſt Prayer to the 
Throne of Grace; which they appoint to he kept upon the 
Iwenty Fourth Day of April next to come, being the laſt 
Thurſday of the ſaid Month: And do hereby earneſtly Ob- 
teſt, and in the Bowels of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Exhort 
and Beſeech all People, and of all Ranks, ſuitably to Prepare 
themſelves for ſo Solemn a Work, to deal unfeignedly and 
- ſincerely with the LORD in this Matter, to put away the 
Evil of their Doings, and flee in to Chriſt, the Mediator of 
the New Covenant, and ſeel in and through Him to be Re- 
conciled unto GOD, to take on ſincere Reſolutions and En- 
gagements, that hence · furth they will be the LORD s, hum- 
bly depending upon him for Grace to perform accordingly, 
that they may earneſtly and vigourouſly ſet about ſincere 
and: thorow Reformation of their Lives, as they would them- 
ſelves find Mercy in the day of the LORD, and have the pre- 
ſent Sti okes upon the Land removed, and Judgments threat- 
ned Averted; And for that end, we Recommend to all 
Miniſters within this Church, that they be Main Full and 


Free, in holding furth the Evil of the Sins that Abound, ac- 


cording as they are Enumerat in the Caaſes of Faffs above -· ſpe· 
cified; and what Sins elſe may be peculiar to any Congre- 
gation, to the end, that they, and all who ſincerely Love 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, may earneſtly apply to the Throne of 
Grace, that a Spirit of Grace and Supplication, and — 
BE | an 
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and unfeigned Repentance o_ be 8 out upon the 
Inhabitants of the Land, and for a day of the Mediators 
Power upon the Hearts of many; making them a willing 
People, that fo they may fice to him, and make Application 
of his Blood for the purging and pardoning of their Sins. 
That the LORD would ſhine upon us in Gefpel- Ordi- 
nances, and by the powerful enlivening breathings of His 
Spirit, make them more Succeſsful for the Enlargement of 
the Kingdom of Chriff; and Deſtroying Satans Kingdom, 
that in tome places ſo much prevails, even by Witchcraft, 
Sorcefics, &c; That of His great Bounty, and in pity 
and compaſſion to this poor Land, he would give ſeaſon 
able Weather, and thereby prevent the return of Scarcity 
and Dearth, and that he would alſo avert the other fad and 
heavy Judgments which threaten us for our Sins. That the 
LORD: would Deliver ſuch ot His poor Churches or People, 
as are already under the Feet of Cruel Enemies; and pro- 
tolt otllers thar are il great and imminent Hazard: And 
for that end, break the power of their Enemies, make their 
Wrath to Praiſe Him, Deſcat their Counſels, and turn them in- 
to Fooliſhneſs; that all may know, that he whoſe Name alone 
ie JEHOVAH, is the moſt High over all the Earth. That 
GOD would preferve and protect our King, bleſs him it 
his Pet ſon and Government, Animat him more and more 
with true Heroick Courage and Zeal for the Defence of the 
true Religion and Proteſtant Intereſt > That he would di- 
rect his — and theſe of other Proteſtant Princes and 
States, to ſuch meaſures, as may at this Junfture be for the 
Glory of GOD, the Preſervation of the True Religion and 
Proteſtant Churches, and the Peace of Europe. That Piety 
may flouriſh in chis Land, and effectual ways may be fallen 
upon for that end; and both Magiſtrates, Miniſters and 
others in their Stations animated vigorouſly to proſecute 
them, for ſuppreſſing the Sins and Immoralities that abound 
in the Land; and for Reſtraining Idleneſs and Vagabonds, 
being the Occaſion and Nurſery of much Sin and Wicked- 
neſs; and for reducing theſe to Order, Labour and Induſtry, 
and ſupplying the Neceſſities of Indigents; and that this 
Church may yes proſper, both Peace and Truth ſtill louriſhy 
in her, ſo as the LORD may yet take Delight in us, and 
— may Dwell in our Land, and have her Habitation 
t 8 
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44 Condemning the Book, Intituled, an Apology for M. 
=; Antonia Bourignion. wy 


. Edioburgh, the 5th of March 1701. 

| Poſt Meridiem Seſſ. 15. 
JF” HE General Aſſembly taking to their ſerious Conſiders- 
1 tion, a Reference made by the Commiſſion of the Late 
General Aſſembly ſent to Angus, Gearns, Aberdeen, &c. Anent 


Doctor George Garden in Aberdeen, alledged to be the Author of 


a Book Intituled, A» Apology for M. Antonia Bourig non, 


with en Abreviat made by the ſaid Commiſſion of the Errors 
contained in the ſaid Book, They did Appoint a Committee 
of their own Number to Conſider that Affair, and to com- 


E the ſaid Abbreviat with the foreſaid Apology, and to 


/ 


ing their Report and Opinion to the General Aſſembly 
anent the whole; And the General Aſſembly having this 
Day heard the Report and Opinion of the foreſaid Commit- 


tee; And alſo having heard Read in their Preſence, An 


Abbreviat and Abſtract of ſeveral Errors excerpted furth of 
the ſaid Apology by the foreſaid Committee; And ha- 
ving like ways had produced in their preſence the ſaid Book 
itſelf, The General Aſſembly Found the ſame to contain a 
Maſs of dangerous, Impious. Blaſphemous and Damnable 


Errors; And Therefore by their Unanimous Vote did, and 


by theſe preſents do, Condemn the ſaid Book called Ane Apo- 
log) for M. Antonid Bourig nian. And for preyenting the ſpread- 
ing of the ſaid Errors therein contained the General Aſſembly 
did by their unanimous vote, and hereby do ſeriouſly Recom- - 


men, to all Synods and Presbyteries within this National 
Church, and particularly to the Synods of Aber 


deen and Perth to advert to, And Enquire anent the 
Spreading of he ſaids Errors, and to uſe all effectual 
Means for preventing the 1ame; Conform to Acts of 
former Aſſemblies made againſt Spreadingof Errors, 
and particularly the Act of the General Aſſembly Anno 
1647, Intituled, Act di/chergeing the Importing, Uending or 
eading of Erroneous Books and Papers. And moreover the 
General Aſſembly Recommend to the ſaids Judicatories, that 
in peruſeing of the ſaid Book, and enquireing anent the 


Spreading of the Errors therein contained, any thing found 
to fall under the 1 17% Act of the fifth Seſſion of the Current Par- 


ltament or under any other Act of Parliament made againſt 

c. Be Repreſented to His Majeſtie's Advocat 

to the effect the ſaids Laws may be put to due Execution. 
N X I. Sentence 


Sentence of Depoſition againſt Dr. George Garden 
1 Aberdeen. 
4. Edinburgh the 57% Day of March 1701. poſt Merid. 


Sell. 15. 


T* which Day, the General-Aſſembly of this National 
Church, takeing to their Conſideration, the Proceed- 
| ings of the Commiſſion of the Late General Aſſembly, Ap- - 
pointed for viſiting the Boundsof Argus, Mearns, Aberdeen 
Murray, and Roſs, And finding a Proceſs. raiſed by the = Oo 
Commiſſion againſt Doctor George Gerden in Aberdeen, an 
a Sentence of Suſpenſion paſt by them againſt him upon 
weighty Grounds, with a Reference of him for further cen- 
ſure to this Aſſembly, to which he was Cited by Order of the 
- aid Commiſſion: All which the foreſaid Sentence do at 
more Length bear, and the Aſſembly having cauſed call the 
faid Doctor George Garden ſeveral times at tlie moſt patent 
Door of the Church, and he not compearing, they entered 
upo n the ſerious Conſideration of the particular Grounds of 
the ſaid Sentence of Suſpenſion, and of the whole Proceed- 
ings ofthe ſaid Commiſion in that Affair, And did, Lite- 
they hereby do, Find, That he has nt  ozly given Great 
Ground to ſuſpect his being Tainted with Dangerous and 
hlaſphemous Opinions, in cauſing a certain Book Called 
An Apology for M. Antonia. Bourig uon to be bound, and 
ſelling the ſame,, and cauſing it be ſold by others for his 
uſe, and recommending the peruſal thereof, without giving 
a Cayeat 2 Errors contained therein, and that he 
refuſed to diſown his being the Author of that Book, when 
Queſtioned thereupon by the ſaid Commiſſion; And that he 
Likeways declined to give a poſitive anſwer, hen asked by 
them if he judged M. Antonia Bourig nion to have been Di- 
vinely Inſpired as ſhe pretends, Bat alſo that he hath gi 
ven clear and evident Proof of his being . led away witht 
ſpirit of Error and very groſs Deluſions, and Infected with 
Impious, Blaſphemous and Damnable Error, by declar- 
ing openly before the ſaid Commiſſion, That the ſaid Apo- 
logy as tothe Bulk of the Book, did Repreſent the Great 
End of Chriſtianity, which is to bring us back to the 
Love of God and Charity, and further Declared; that 
. the Eſſentials of Chriltianit,, are Set doun in the ſaid 
Book, and that the Acceſſories contained therein, are 
not contrary thereto, and further he added, that he had 
an high Eſteem of the ks ag that go under the * | 


Wo * 


and Hereſy, and every thing that is contrary to found Doct. 
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of M. Antonia Burignon ; becauſe they repreſent the Eſſen- 
tials of Chriſtian Religion, and direct us to a Chriſtian Tem- 
per, with more Force and Vigour, than many Writings of 
this Age he had ſeen, and. for her ſingular Sentiments, they 
ought not to be reckoned Hereſies, for they contradict no 
Article of the Chriſtian Religion, And further he ſubjoined 
that ber Sentimentsrended-to Unite Chriſtians in their Diffe- 
rences and to promote the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, and on that 
account he Values them, and Heartily Embraces them, and 
that the Deſign of the Apologiſt in repreſenting the Acceſſo- 
ry Sentiments of M. Antonia Burig non, was to Vindicat 
them from the Miſrepreſentations of others, that the World 


may know what they are, yea, he had the Confidence to 


carry it ſo high before the ſaid Commiſſion as to ſay he 
counted it his honour tobe ſingled out for owning the Prin- 


ciples of M. Antonia Burignon which have ſuch a tenden 


to promote Chriſtian Love and Charity, The Aſſembly 


alſo finds, that the Writings which go under the Name of 


the ſaid M. Antonia Burig nion are fraughted with Impious, 
Pernicious,. and Damnable Doctrines, as they are repreſented 
in the very Apology,that Exhibites to the World an Epitome of 
them in the Faireſt Dreſs, ſuch as 1990, The Denying 
of the Permiſſion of Sin, and the Inflition of Damnation and 
Vengeance for it. 240. The Aſcribing to Chrift a two- 
fold Humane Nature, one of which was produced of Adam 
before the Woman was Formed, the other born of the Vir- 
gin Mary. 3tio. The denying of the Decrees of Election 
and Reprobation, and the Loading of thoſe Acts of Grace 
and Soveraignity with a multitude of Odious and Blaſphe- 
mous Aſperſions, particularly, Wickedneſs, Cruelty and Re- 
ſpe& of Perſons. 40. That there is a good Spirit and an 

vil Spirit in the Souls of all Men before they are horn. 


to. That the Will of Man is Unlimited, and that there 


muſt be in Man ſome Infinite Quality whereby he may Unite 
himſelf to God. 60. The denying of the Doctrine of Di- 
vine Preſcience. Imo. The Aſſertion of the ſinful corrupt - 


jon of Chriſts Humane Nature, and a Rebellion in 


Chriſts Natural Will, ro the Will of God. And $8 
The Aﬀerting a State of Perfection in this Life, and a State 
of Purification in the Life to come, That Generation takes 
place in Heaven, That there are no true Chriſtians in the 

orld, and ſeveral other Errors contained in the ſaid Book, 
Upon which Grougds, Together with his Gpmtumacy in not 


appearing before this Aſſembly, The General Aſſembly of 


this National Church after mature Deliberation, being 
moved with Loveto the Truth of God, and Zeal for His 
Glory, as alſoan erneaſt defire for purging this Kirk of Error 


Tine, 
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rine, Did and hereby do, Ratify and Confirm the Sentence of 
Suſpenſion paſt by the ſaid Commiſſion againſt the faid Dy. 
, George Garden, And further Did, and hereby do, In the 

Name and Authority of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Head and 
King of the Church, and the only Lord and Law-Giver of 
. Ba according to the power Intruſted by Him to them, 
and His peremptory Command, Actually Depoye the ſaid Drs 
George Garden, from the Office of the Miniſtry, Prohibiting 
and Diſcharg ing him from Exerciſeing the ſame, or any part 
thereof in all time coming, under pain of the higheſt Cen- 
' ſures of the Church, Appoint ing publick Intimarion to be made 
hereof from all the Pulpits in the Synod of Aberdeen, after 
Sermon in the Forenoon, upon ſuch a Lords- Day as the ſaid 


Synod ſhall appoint. 
XII. 
Approbation of the Actings and Proceedings of the Cournilſon 
ſent by the Laſt Aﬀſembly to Zetland, Orknay, and Caithneſs. 
At Edinburgh, the 5th of March 1701. 
Po#t Meridiem Seſſ: 15. 


HE General Aſſembly having this day, had reprodu« 
ced before them the Regifter of the Actings and Pro- 
ceedings ofthe Commiſſioners lent by the Late GeneraF Aſ- 
ſembly for Viſitation of the Bounds of the Presbyteries of 
Zetland Orknay, and Caithneſs, and having heard the Report 
andobſerves of a Committee of this Aſſembliesown Number, 
appointed to Reviſe conſider and Examine the ſaid Regi- 
ſter, with the anſwers made thereto, by the Moderator and 
other Members of that Commiſſion, They were removed, 
and the General Aſſembly having ſeriouſly and maturely 
conſidered the ſame, And finding by the ſaid Report, That 
the Actings Proceedings and Concluſions of the ſaids Com- 
miſſioners contained in their Regiſter now produced Sub- 
{cribed by Mr. James Hart Moderator, and Mr. John Sandi- 
lands Clerk thereto, Beginning upon the eighteen Day of April 
laſt, and ending the twenty fourth day of June the N. 
cConſiſting of 190 pages, do evidence the great pains and Dili- 
gence of the ſaids Commiſſioners, and the great Danger they 
were expoſed to, in their Voyage by Sea, and Like ways the 
Fatigue they had by Land, in Travelling to accompliſh the de- 
ſign they were ſent on, and that they have proceeded Or- 
derly and Formally in the things that came before them, 
| F | according 


according to their Commiſſion and Inſtructions, and there. 
by given proof of their Wiſdom, Prudence, Faithfulneſs 
and Zeal; Therefore this General' Aſſembly by their Vote 
' unanimouſly did, and hereby do Ratify and Approve the 
AQings, Proceedings and Concluſions of the ſaids Com- 
miſſioners contained in their Regiſter; And the members 
of the ſaid Commiſſion being called in, the premiſſes were 
Intimate to them, and the Moderator according toappoint- 
ment gave them the Thanks of this Aſſembly tor their good 
Service. | 5 . 


| X I'1 I. 
Approbation of the Acting. and Proceedings of the Commiſſion 
fem by. the laſt Aſſembly, to Angus, Mearns, Aberdeen, 
Murray and Roſs. - 1 


N Eadem Seſſione. 


HE General Aſſembly having this Day had Repro. 
1 duced before them, the Regiſter of the Actings and 
Proceedings of the Commiſſioners ſent by the late Aſſembly, 
for Viſitation of the Bounds of the Presbytries in the Provinces 

of Angus, Mearns, Aberdeen, Murray, Roſs and Sutherland, 
and having heard the Report and Obferves of a Committee 
of this Aſſemblies own Nuwber appointed to Reviſe, Con- 
ſider and Examine the ſaid Regiſter, with the Anſwers made 

| theftro by the Moderator, and other members of that 
. "Commiſſion, They were Removed, And the General 
Aſſembly having maturely Conſidered the fame, And 
finding by the ſaid Report. that the Actings, Proceed- 
ings and Concluſions of the ſaids Commiſſioners, contained in 
their Regiſter now i producẽd, ſubſcribed by Mr. Patrick 
Cuming Moderator and Mr. Hugh White Clerk thereto, be- 
gining upon the Twelth Day of June laſt, and ending upon 
the Twenty Second Day of Auguſt thereafter — af 

190. pages, Do evidence much Wiſdom, Prudence, Diligence, 
Zeal, and Faithfulneſs, and that the ſaids Commiſſioners 
have proceeded Orderly and Formally in every thing accord- 
ing to their Commiſſion and Inſtructions; Therefore this 

General Aſſembly by their Vote Unanimouſly Did, and here- 
by do, Ratify and Approve the AQtings, Proceedings and 
Concluſions of the ſaids Commiſſioners contained in the Re- 
giſter thereof, And the members of the ſaid Commiſſion be- 
ing called in, the ſame was Intimat to them, and the Mo- 

dierator according to appointment gave them the thanks of 
this Aſſembly for their Good Service. = 


ö 


General Aſſemůch, 1701. 
e eee 

Act. agnin Perſons who ſhalt be Irreoularly Licenced 
* 3 7 9 


4: Edinburgh, | the 7th, Do of 2" 1701. ante merid. 9 3:44 
A. 18. ä WIA 


THE General Aſſembly, upon Report of their Com- 

| mittee for Overtures, Did hy their. Vote, and here- 

by do Ena& and Declare, That any Perſons who ſhall 

for hereafter, Receive either Licence or Ordination from 

any of the late Prelates, or any others not allowed by the 5 
Authority of the Church, ſhall be uncapable of Miniſterial 85 
Communion for the ſpace· of Three Years ſimpliciter, and 
even after that time, ay and while the Presbytry to which 
he ſhall apply be ſatisfied concerning his Repentaace, i 


ö 1 „ 
| a. 


3 | D 
Commiſſion to ſome Miniſters and Elders, for planting Vacant 
"3 3g wo and other Affairs Remitted to ew Pe: 


4 Bdinburgh, the 8th. Day of March 1701. ante merid. 


20. 


T* General Aſſembly conſidering, That there are 
yet ſome Vacant Churches on the North fide of Tay, 
As likewayes, that there are yet ſeveral weighty Aﬀairs, © - 
which this Aſſembly cannot overtake, Do therefore find it | 
needful, thar there ee prom to ſome Mi- 
niſters and Elders for planting theſe Vacant Churches, and 
doing what other Affairs ſhall be referred to them; And 
ſor that end do hereby Nominate Commiſſionate and Ap- 
point Mr. Robert 72 Miniſter at Ringlaſie, Mr. Edmard 
Jamiſon at Mommeal, Mr. John Anderſon Principal of the 
Leonardine Colledge of &. Andrews, Mr. William "Mitchell 

at Dundee, Mr. Thomas Thomſon at Oldmachar, Mr. Hugh © 
Auderſon at Cromarty, Mr. Gilbert Rule Principal of the Col- 
ledge of Edinburgh, Mr. George Campbell Profeſſor 'of Divi- 
nity there, Mr, William Crighton at Edinburgh, Mr. Jam 
Law there, Mr. George Hamilton there Mr. George Melarum 
there, Mr. DavidW WIN at Weſt-Kzrk, Mr. 2 Verch 
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. at Weſtrutler, Mr. 


n 


 droperthere, Mr. James Pitcarne at Kettle, Mr. George An. 


m * 


Ormiſtoun, Mr. vr xe 
r 


, Mir 


Mr. Hemm Osbarn at Torboltoun,. Mr. James Gilchrift at Kirk 
7% michael. Mr. Matthew Baird at Monktoun, Mr. Patrick Vernor 
8 24 t Deine, Mr. Jon Gleſgom at Kilbirny, Mr. Robert Wylie 
8 ” "at Hemiltoun, Mr. John Ore at Bothwel, Mir, Thomas Lin- 
, ning at Leſmehago, Mr. John Scot at Carlake, Mr. James 
' Hyat Rilyth, Mr. John Pittigrew at Govan, Mr. John 1 * 


— 
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Exſtetonn, Mr. Alexander Colden at 7 Mr. Robert Wil. 
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line at Gael; Vr. John Ritcly at Oli. Kilparict, Mr. Daniel 


Campbelat K jlmichael of Glaſſery, Mr. Daniel Mekay at Inurrary, 
Mr. Daniel Mclawrie at Kjlfinnen,Mr.Jobn Darroch ai C 51 


Mr. Daug al Campbel at Southend, Hr. John Moriſon at G % 
Mr. Samuel Naira at Errol, Mr. John Tulligelph at Dambarnie, Mr. 
Al:xander Glaſs at Kjncleven, Mr, William Spence at Foſſoway, 
Mr. William Chalmers at Mon, Mr. John Forreſter at Stir- 
lie, Mr. Hugh White at Larbert, Mr. Alexander Douglaſs at 
L, Mr. Michael Potter at Dumblane Miniſters George 
Earl of Mellvil Lord Preſident of the Council, George Earl 
of Sutherland, John Earl of Tullibardine, Jahn Far! of Rather 
gin, William Lord -Farbes, Robert Lord Burkigh ,' James 
Maſter of Carmichael, Sir Hagh Dalrymple of Northbermick 
Lord Preſident of the Seſſion, Sir James Stewart of Goodtrees 
His Majeſties Advocat, Adam Cockburn of Ormiſtoun Lord 
Theſaurer Depute, Sir Coline Campbel of Aberuchel, Sir John 
Huniltoun of Halcraig, Sir David Home of Croſsrig, three of. 


the Senators of the Colledge of Juſtice, Mr. John Campbel 


Brother to the Burl o® Argyle, Mr. Francis Montgomery of 
Gifane Brother to the Earl of Eglingtoun, Lieutenent Colonel 
Jobs Erskine Governour of Dambartoun Caſtle, Sir John Swin- 
tous of that Ilk, Sir John Clerk of Pennycook, Sir William Baird 
of Newbaith, Sir Andrew Kennedy of Clobarn, Sir David Stew= 
vt of Rirkßeld, Sit Willi:m Denbolm of Meſtſbrilus, William 
Bailie of Lamingtoun, James Brody of that Ilk, George Dundaſs 
ofthat IR, Adam Drummond of Meggins, Duncan Forbes of 
N iam FPullertoun of that Ill, James Pringle of Buck- 
bolme, Hr. James Boſewal of Auchinleck Advocat, Captain 
Jahn Erskine, Sir Patrick Johnſtoun Lord Provoſt of Edin- 
burgh, John Scrimzeour of Kjrktoun Provoſt of Dandee, John 
Aludice Provoſt of Abredeen, John Anderſon of Dowhil Provoſt 
of Glaſgow, Robert Arbuthnet late Provoſt of Montroſe, Sir 
James Mclurg Dean of Gild of Edinburgh, Gideon Eliot Deacon 
Conveener there, and Mr. Robert Cook Advocat, Ruling Ek 
i; To be Commiſſioners of the General Aſſembly to the 
Effect before and aftermentioned, with full Power. and 
Commiſſion. to the ſaids Perſons or their Quorum, which is 
hereby Declared to be any Fifteen, of the ſaids Commiffi- 
oners, whereof Nine are always to be Miniſters To meet 
and Conveen within the Aſſembly-Houſe at Edinburgh, the 
firſt oy after the Diſſoluticn of this Aſſembly at Ten Hours 
in the Forenoon, and afterwards to meet the firſt Wedneſ- 
days of June, September, December, andfirſt Tweſtay of March 
and oftner where and when they ſhgll think Needfuland 
avenient, with full Power to the ſaid Commiſſion to 
chuſe their own Moderator. And ſicklike The General 
Aſſembly fully Empowers and Authorizes the faids Com- 
millioners or their Quorum to Conſider,” Cognoſce, and Fi- 


. * 


; 


„ ⁵⁶ mies“. 
nally, Determine as they ſhall ſee cauſe, in everything con. 
owe in, and conform to the Inſtructions given them by 


this Aſſembly, as Fully and Freely as if the ſame were in 
'  * «theſepreſents at full length Inſert and Set Down, As alfa to 

Conſider, Cognoſce and Finally Determine in all References, 
Appeals, and other matters particularly referred to them by 


any order of this Aſſembly, all which is holden as herein 
expreſt; And theGeneralAfſembly doth hereby prohibite and 
Diſcharge the ſaids Commiſſioners to meddle in any other 
matters than what is herein contained, Declaring alſo, That 
In and for their AQtings, they ſhall be comptable to, and 
cenſuerable by the next enſueing General . of this 
Church. And laſtly, Declares, that thus Commiſſion ſhal 
continue until the meeting of the next General Aſſembly, 


7% TRIEE is 

| Toftraitions by the Geieral {ſſembly to coi C aſs. 
, TY Padem Seſſione. i 
I. A Har this Commiſſion, as often as they ſhall ſe 
cauſe, apply to the Government, or any Magiltrat, 


for their Countenanceing of, and concurring with the Ju- 
dicatories of the Church, in what the Law allows, and for 


putting the Laws in Execution againſt Prophaneneſs, Re- 


ulating the Poor by providing Maintainance, and Labour 


or them, and particularly anent ſettleing Vacant Congre- 


gations, and Redreſſing any Greivances which may fall 
Out. | d | 


: That when any of the Miniſters who ſerved under | 


the late Prelacy, whoſe Lives and Doctrines may render 
them uſeful to this Church, do apply for Reception intoa 
. - ſhare of the Government of the Church, The General A. 
ſembly do Impower and Recommend to their Commiſſion 
to receive them, according to the 13 Parag. of the 16 4% 
of the General Aſſembly Anno 1697 : And that the faid 
Commiſſion be careful to get due Inſormation from the 
Presbyteries where the ſaid perſon applying does, or did off. 


* 


ciat, and for the time reſices. 
3. That this Commiſſion in dispoſal of His Majeſties 
Gifts to this Church, do particularly take care, that the En- 
couragement gtanted by the General Aſſembly Auno 1699. 
to Probationets who ure to go North to Preach be rendered 
effectual; and that they cauſe defray the Extraotdinaty 


2 Charges that ſeveral Miniſters of the North have been at, 


in carrying on the planting of Churches, andorher publick 
Affairs of the Church there. | Ny Th 


* 


* * 
a 1 
> Ac 
22 
— 


8 rss 0 


7 2 you 
. „ * 8 


byteries of Caithneſs, Orknay, and Zyrland, © 


* 
* 
. 
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General Aſſembly 1701. ; 23> 
4. The ſald Commiſſion is to cognoſce, and finally de- 
termine in all References already made, or to he made to 


them by this Aſſembly, and in all References and Appeals 


ſor Tranſporting Miniſters to the North, Which ſhall be 


orderly brought before them, according to the Overtures 
made thereanent by the General Aſſembly, anno 1699. 

5. This Commiſhon is allo tocorreſpond with the State 
anent Faſts and Thanksgivings, as occaſion requires, and 
to ſpecify the Cauſes thereof. 

6. This Commiſſion is togive advice and aſſiſtance to 
any Synod or Presbytery in difficult (caſes, as they ſhall be 
applyed unto by them for that effect: As alſo this Commiſ- 
fion is Impowered to proceed according to the 770. Act of 
the General Aſſembly 1700. made in favours of the Pres- 
7. This Commiſſion is Impowered to enquire how Mi- 
niſter tranſported by former Aſſemblies and their Commiſ- 
fions, or by this General Aſſembly and their Commiſſion 
have obeyed, or ſhall obey, and in caſe of disobedience; 


that they ſuſpend the diſobedient perſons for ThreeMoneths,: 


and in caſe they do not obey after theſe Three Moneths are 
elapſed, that then they be depoſed ſimpliciter, and this 

rticularly to be applyed in the caſe of Mr. David Pitcairs 
formerly. Tranſported from Creich to Forreſſe, if he diſhey. 


8. This Commiſſion is to give all due Encouragement - 


and Aſſiſtance to any Propoſals may be made to them, anent 
Endeavours for Reformation of Manners, and for the effe- 
ctual curbing of Prophanity; and that they apply in a com- 
petent manner to the Government, for that ende. 

9. This Commiſſion or their Moderator in the Intervals 
of the Commiſſion, are empowered to receive Calls Le- 


pally proceeded in, and to tranſmit the ſame to the Re- 


pective Presbyteries intereſted, And in caſe of References 


or Appeals to the ſaid Commiſſion, That they proceed and 


finally determine therein, according to the former Acts of 
Aſſemblies for expediting Tranſportations to the North, 


XVII. 


44 for rendering eſſectual thi” Sapplies of the North. 
Fuadem Seo. 


Tk General Aſſembly takin®#to their Conſideration; 


te 24 Act ofthe General Aſſembly 1700; For ren- 
ileal the Supplies ofthe. North, Do declare the 


je OA ſtand All in full force, and Refers to the Commiſ. 
ſion to ſee to the — 


X V I I . 
A daun hure in, Krk. 
Eadem Seſfione. 


HE General Aſſembly A ppoints Presbyteries to 

| ſend in to the Commiſſion an Account of ſuch Mi. 

niſters or Preachers as Intrude into Pariſhes, That 

Applicationmay be madeto the Government for removeing 
them according to Law. | 


X 1 X 


Recommendation anent the more frequent Aimivifraien of the 
Lords Supper. 


| | Eadem Seſſione. | 
* General Aſſembly Recommends to Presby 
to take Care that the Sacrament of the Lord's 5 
per be more frequently Adminiſtrat within their 
Bounds, and that the Number of Miniſters to ſerve thereat 


be reſtricted, So that neighbouring Churches be not ther- 


by caſt deſolate on the Lords Day. 


X X. 


4 . Abuſes 4  Lykewakes, ee andi, and Pro. 


F e, d | 
25 . 


Maden Seflione. 


| HE General Aſſembly did, and 120 do Revive | 
the Act of the General Aſſembly 1645: Againſt 
ſe 


K + Lykewakes,axallo the A K ofthe faid embly for 
reſtrainins Abuſes at Penoy-Brydalls, and 33 the AR 


_ ofthe Gan Aſſembly. anno 1649: Diſthargeing promiſcu- 


ous Dares and Appaints the fads Acts to be Read 4 
Churches be Seo the C 9 arm; and that Synodsenqui 

at Presbyteries concerning. their anent the O 
vation of the ſaids Ads, and Recommends to Presbyteries 
to have their * upon what further _ be — 


re 


General Aſſembly 1701. 27 
for Suppreffing and Preventing Abuſes at ſuch Occaſons. 
and give their Opinion thereanent to the next General Af. WH 
ſembly. | | 4 - | | \ 


n 


VERTURES, Tranſmitted by the General 
Aſembiy, Held in the Year 1701; Tathe 
ſeveral Presbyteries, within this National Church; 
That they may Conſider the ſame, and ſend their 
Opinion 3 in — 0 the next General 
A . who may paſs the ſame in Acts, if the 
rea Opinion of this Church agree 1 
unto. ages by 


1 Anent Scandalous Perſons turning Popiſh. 


HAT in regaird ſome Perſons when challenged for 
1 Scandal turn Popiſh, or pretend to do ſo, to evite 
Church-Cenſure, Therefore it be Enacted that the Church 
proceed to the Cenſure of Excommunication againſt ſuch, af. 
ter all due pains taken to Reclaim them prove 1neftectual,and 
this to be intimate in all Churches within the Kingdom. 


2 Anent Proteſtants Marrying Papiſts. 


THAT in Regaird Proteſtants Marrying with Perſons of 
: a different Religion is againſt the Word of God, and 
of very dangerous et if not timeouſly prevented, 
Therefore that the General Aſſembly Appoint Inferiour Ju- 
dicatories, to take ſpecial Notice of ſuch, and of Parents and 
Others Ho give Conſent to ſuch Marriages, and proceed 
againſt them even to the higheſt Cenſure of the Church, 
and that publick Torimation of the Premiſſes, be made in all 
the Churches within the Kingdom. «rs 2 4 


4 


3 aden Excommunication. 8 


| HAT. Leaſt the Sentence of Excommunication be 
deſpiſed, and that PerſorF#may not converſe with of” 
— ſiuch, as if they were not Excommunicat: Theres | 

fore it be enacred That the Sentence of Excommunicati, 
| on being firſt * through all the Churches within 
' N | 7 the 


28 N The ACTS of be | | 
the Presbytery whete the ſaid Sentence was pronounced 
if the Perſon continue Obſtinat, That then the Presbytery 
give an account thereof to the Synod, who are to appoinr 
the like Intimation to be made in all the Churches within 
their Bounds, and if notwithſtanding of this, and other due 
means uſed to Reclaim them, they {hall continue Obſtinat, 
In that caſe an account of their Names, and Sentggce paſt 
| againſt them be brought by the Synod to the General Aſſem- 
> bly, that they may appoint Intimation thereof to be made 
through all the Churches of the Nation, And that at all the 
foreſaid reſpective Intimations, Miniſters take occaſion to 
hold furth the ſad ſtate and condition of Excommunicat Per- 
ſons, and to Inform People how to carry towards them. 


4. | Anent Irregular Abſolving of Scandalous perſons * 


That in Regaird ſome of the Epiſcopal Perſwaſion, who 
have no Paſtoral Relation to oy Congregation, take upon 
them to Abſolve in corners Perſons under Publick Scandal, 

and that others of them who poſſeſs Churches take upon them 
to Abſolve Perſons in other Congrogations, Therefore it 
beEnaRed that the Kirk Seſſion and Presbytery within whoſe 
Bounds theforeſaid Scandalous Perſons have their Reſidence, 
Declare that Perſons in the foreſaid Circumſtances are till 
lying under Scandal, and that they proceed againſt them 
accordingly,and that the Miniſter of what Perſwaſion ſoever 
who 5 Abſolyeth, be Cenſuted by the Presbytery of the 
Bounds. 4 REI » 


2th Anent Students paſſing Tryals. 


That more {tri notice be taken of ſuch as paſs their Try-/ 
als in order to the Miniſtry, and for that end. 1b. That 


Wo it heRecommended to 2 by the General Aſſembl 
= I hat they obſerve the Act of the General Aſſembly anent t 


1 Age of ſuch. 240. That more pains be taken to enquire in- 
to the Evidences of their Piety. 3:0. That the Catechetick 

Tryals be not perfunctoriouſſy gone about, and that ſome Mi- 

niſters be appointed to Examinè them upon the ſeveral heads 

of Divinity, and the Government of the Church, and to know 

what reaſon they can give for their Faith and Sentiments in 
theſe matters, and how they can Anſwer ſome Principal | 
Objections, and that this be not done haſtily, but that 2 WP 8; 
rticular competent time be allowed for that purpoſe. 40. one 
- That there be one Tryal alſo given to Probationers of their *, 
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11 | | 
That for the more Effectual Reſtraining Prophaneneſs and 
Immorality, and exact Execution of the Laws againſt them, 
It be Recomended to the; Commiſſion to Appoint ſome of 
their Number with the. Clerk, to draw ont an Abſtract of 
all Acts of Aſſemblies to that 7 both before ald ſince 
the Revolution, Which being Reviſed and Approven by the 
v hole Commiſſion at theit Quarterly meeting in June, may by 
thera be ordered to be Printed together with the abſtract of the 
Acts of Parliament againſt Prophaneneſs in a ſmall Volume, 
nnd each Presbytry enjoy ned twice a year at leaſt; at diets ap- 
pointed in hunc Haan to read theſe, and enquire at each 
Miniſter what is done by him for the Execution thereof, and 
every Synod take a ſtrict account of Presbytries their Dili- 
gence and Fsithfulneſs therein: And like ways that it be 
Recommended to all Presbytriesto think ſeriouſly what ma 
be further needful ſor Reſtraining of Wickedneſs, and Ad. 
vancement of Piety, and the Kingdom of Chriſt in the Na- 
tion, and ſend in their Overtures concerning the ſame to the. 
next Aſſembly, Who may take theſe to their ſerious con- 
ſideation, and make this their cheif and firſt Work. The 
General Aſſembly having heard the above writen Overture, 
Do Tranſmit the ſame to the ſeveral Presby tries, and in the 
mean time Recommend to their, Commiſſion to ſee to the 
the draw ing out of an Abſtract of the Acts of Aſſembly and 
Parliament as is abovementioned. . N 
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THE next General Aſſembly of this National Church is 
to be held at Edinburgh the ſixth day of March in the 
Year One Thouſand Seven Hundred and Two. . 
The Aſſembly being Cloſed the Members were Diſmiſſed with 
Prayer Sing ing the 132. Pſalm, from the 11th Verſe to the 
Cloſe, And pronounceing of the Bleſſing. - | 
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